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WELCOME AR

to the FY26 Annual Report of the Essex Library Association

This has been a year of exciting progress and
accomplishment for our Library. Through thoughtful
planning, hard work, and the generosity of our community,

~ we are making significant improvements both inside the

‘" library and throughout our outdoor spaces. These
renovations have enhanced our facilities while helping to
ensure that the Library remains a welcoming, vibrant place
for generations to come.

None of this would've been possible without the dedication and commitment of so many people. [ want
to extend my sincere appreciation to Ann Thompson, Executive Director, our hard-working staff, and
my fellow Board members for their leadership, energy, and countless hours of service. Their efforts have
been instrumental in moving our Library forward.

Most importantly, I want to thank the people who make our Library so special — our Patrons. Whether
you come to borrow a book, attend a program, bring your children to Storytime or simply enjoy a quiet
place to read, you are the heart of our Library.

[ am also deeply grateful to the many generous donors who support our Annual Fund. Your
contributions make an enormous difference, allowing us to maintain and improve our facilities, expand
our programs, and respond to the evolving needs of our community.

As we look to the future, we do so within enthusiasm and gratitude. Three years ago, our Building and
Grounds Committee began identifying much-needed maintenance projects and prioritizing them
according to urgency. A new roof became our most important issue and that is where we began our
renovations. To that end, we are currently initiating The Story Continues Campaign to raise funds
for the renovation and modernization of Essex Library. We are hoping to complete our list of projects
over the next two years.

As we look to the future, we do so with enthusiasm and gratitude. Our library is much more than a
building. It is a gathering place, a center for learning and an essential part of the life of our community.
Together, we are ensuring that it continues to thrive.

Thank you for being part of another wonderful year! We couldn’t do it without you!

With warm regards,

YuGinne Carton,

President, Essex Library Board of Trustees

After a story time for all ages at Essex Island, led by Children’s Librarian Nicole Ballestas, parents
and children gathered to show their appreciation for Essex Library.



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S
REPORT R

Fiscal year 2026 (FY26) proved to be another impressive year in
usage, attendance, and circulation for the Essex Library. Our highly
trained and dedicated staff worked collaboratively to cultivate a
welcoming and enriching environment, ensuring that every patron,
from newborns to lifelong learners, received exceptional service.

We issued new library cards to 306 Essex residents this year, an
increase of nearly 12% over FY25, reflecting the community's
continued demand for professional library services and its
perception of the Essex Library as a vital community resource. Our
meeting rooms remained in high demand among local nonprofit
organizations, remote workers, and students. We were once again
pleased to welcome Valley Regional High School IBS students for
their final exams, and in May, the VRHS Warriors in the Community | Executive Director Ann Thompson,
returned to assist with facility preparations ahead of upcoming with State Senator Norm Needleman
renovations. and U.S. Senator Richard Blumenthal,
announced a $576,000
Congressionally Directed Spending
grant for the Essex Library
Association.

The Library hosted 873 programs in FY26, attended by almost
13,000 patrons. Parents and caregivers continue to recognize the
value of early literacy and STEM education through our Wiggle
Worms, Little Learners, and STEAM Saturdays programs. The 2nd
Annual Non-Profit Volunteer Expo was hosted by popular demand from local groups. We continued to

partner with Southeastern Connecticut World Affairs Council to offer Great Decisions Discussions and
introduced a new world politics book discussion group, joining six existing book groups. Our Library
Speaker Series continued to present talks by best-selling authors, available both live and on-demand. The
Library also launched the inaugural Essex Film Festival, screening four independent films with facilitated
Q&A sessions and a complimentary producing workshop. More than 150 children registered for our 2025
summer reading program, and in 2026 we introduced a vibrant and engaging companion program for
adults.

Following a two-year review, the Board of Trustees voted in October, 2025 to amend the Certificate of
Incorporation, formally designating the Board as the Library's governing body; a change intended to
promote organizational efficiency and align with current nonprofit best practices.

The Library was awarded a $576,000 Congressionally Directed Spending Grant in 2025 to fund essential
facility repairs and upgrades. Work to replace the roof, HVAC system, and window glass, and to upgrade
lighting, carpeting, and furniture began in September 2026. To meet growing demand for private
workspace, we constructed two new study rooms and furnished a new local history area—generously
sponsored in part by the Clark family in memory of Sherry Clark.

As always, we are extremely grateful for the financial support we receive from the Town of Essex and our
patrons, as well as the countless hours of volunteer help that so many people provide. With that generous
support, the Library continues to be a cornerstone of inspiration and civic vitality; fostering connection,
curiosity, and lifelong learning throughout the community.

Gnn :
Executive Director, Essex Library Association

TREASURER’S REPORT

The fiscal year ending June 30, 2026 was another strong year for the Essex Library Association. The
Annual Fund collected nearly $164,000 representing a 32% increase over the prior year and reflecting
strong support for ELA’'s programs. The Friends of the Essex Library were again able to provide
$20,000 in support. Additional gifts and events including $351,500 from the Town of Essex combined
to $620,000 of pre-investment income. Expenses were well controlled and below budget. Current
assets of $6.15M are 10.9% higher than last year reflecting strong investment returns, dividends,
interest income, and distributions. The Association is well positioned to be able to meet future financial
obligations and be able to continue to provide strong programming and resources for the community.
Respectfully submitted,

Brinkmann,

Treasurer, Essex Library Board of Trustees
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IMAGINE
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Adu l ts The Library’s adult offerings in FY26 reflected a commitment to

connection.

process.

lifelong learning, cultural enrichment, and community

By bringing people together around shared interests and new
experiences, the Library strengthened its role as both an educational
resource and a vital community gathering space.

Programs such as the Local Author Book Fair, Author talks, book groups,
and a three-part literature studies seminar encouraged participants to
engage in thoughtful discussion around literary works and the writing

To help encourage a free exchange of ideas on international affairs, the
library facilitated a series of Great Decisions discussions and hosted a
lecture by Olena Lennon, a national security professor and expert on

Russia’s war with Ukraine. Patrons also enjoyed practical learning

I ma g i N  opportunities, including a five-week Italian language class led by a

Lifelong Learning native speaker.

Olena Lennon, national The library also addressed timely issues affecting libraries and the
security professor for communities they serve through a screening of The Librarians, an Emmy
University of New Haven, Award-winning documentary examining the freedom to read and book
provided a talk on the banning. Remarks by a nationally renowned librarian provided additional
Russia-Ukraine War and insight on intellectual freedom, access to information, and the
Global Geopolitics. essential role libraries play in protecting the right to read.

Cultural programming included a Turkish Coffee Tasting as well as musical
performances of Celtic songs by Pierce Campbell of The Kerry Boys, Spanish
and Latin songs of life and romance by Entwyned Early Music Group, and
jazz from Brian Torff, showcasing diverse musical styles and traditions.

Twelve months of art exhibits provided a year-round presence of visual art
in the library, enriching the visitor experience. Complementary programs,
including a lecture on collage quilting and a demonstration of the reduction
silk screen technique as well as two lectures on art history, offered
opportunities to engage with artistic expression.

The Library’s drop-in groups provided welcoming spaces for adults to
practice languages, research family histories, exchange writing ideas, and
pursue needlework alongside others. These informal gatherings fostered
creativity, shared learning, and meaningful social connections. Similarly,
low-impact mind-body wellness programs such as tai-chi, yoga and
meditation allowed for shared community experiences.
Collaboration with local nonprofit organizations was a defining feature of
adult programming in FY26. A volunteer expo featuring ten community
nonprofits introduced residents to vital local resources.
Additional collaborations included:
» Essex Resident State Trooper Mark Roberts led a crime prevention
seminar
» Arepresentative from the Essex Land Trust was a co-presenter for an
educational lecture on invasive plant species
» The director of the Essex Historical Society provided an illustrated talk
that explored Revolutionary-era events in Essex and the
community’s role in the American Revolution
» Suzy Kolber, acclaimed sports journalist, television anchor, and reporter,
was the library’s inaugural speaker for its “In Your Backyard” speaker
series, which highlights prominent individuals from the community.

Imagine

Cultural Enrichment

Representatives from the
Peace Islands Institute CT
(an organization dedicated
to promoting cross-cultural
dialogue, friendship, and
understanding) provided a
Turkish Coffee Tasting at
the library.



Valley Regional High
School’s annual
“Warriors in the
Community” service

day brought several
students to the

Essex Library where they h
worked on
special projects.

Imagine

Volunteering

The Friends of the Essex
Library was established to
help provide services and

equipment that are outside
the library’s budget. Here,
Midge Kayfez discusses the
annual book sale with
Michelle Dewey.

IMAGINE

Ima gi Ne InFY26, despite being under construction, our teens borrowed more books,

attended more programs and volunteered in record numbers this year. Our

Your Teens een volunteers took ownership of their library use through: display creation,

book recommendations, digital citizenship, and programming. While in the

Library, they connected with friends, resources, and staff members, helping
to set the stage for lifelong library use.

(R

Teens

Our innovative Teen Book Box initiative gave us a new link to young adult
readers using individualized reader’s advisory strategies. Once teens
received these boxes, they began requesting to help share and develop the

project.

Notably, a group of teens joined our Teen Volunteer Program after attending
our Volunteer Expo last spring, an event that showcased local non-profit
groups searching for support. Through these connections, students went
on to establish community relationships and define the course of their own

career-focused education.

We strengthened our collaborations with the upper elementary, middle
and high schools to promote a supportive library “third space” where teens
can relax, develop skills and take part in a larger community. We worked
with local educators to emphasize the library as a place to connect in
person in an increasingly digitized world. We doubled our classroom visits,

hosted book talks, and increased support for local educators. We were

rilled to remain the Region 4 International Baccalaureate Program’s most
requested testing site. More and more, the Essex Library is recognized

among local teens as an institution that supports local students and what

matters most to them.

Imagine
Your Community

Individuals representing
ten different non-profit
organizations of Essex
gathered for the library’s
bi-annual volunteer expo,
connecting residents
with local resources and
volunteer opportunities.




IMAGINE fiay

Many exciting things have been happening in the Children’s
Department at the Essex Library! This past year has been filled with
new programs, expanded resources and partnerships, and
opportunities for children and families to learn and grow. We have
continued to find creative ways to engage our youngest patrons and
meet the evolving needs of our community. We are excited to share
some of the highlights and accomplishments that have made this past
year so special!

In FY26, we were honored to be awarded a grant from the Community
Foundation of Middlesex County. This grant funded the start of our
Sensory Playtime program for babies up to 4 years old as well as a
collection of sensory materials available for checkout, and an update to
our parenting collection.

Imagine

Your Kids

Kids and Teens participated
in a beginner’s sewing
machine workshop where
participants learned
beginning sewing skills
while making a mug rug, a
tiny quilt just big enough

for a beverage and a )
cookie. Sample Dra

-

rogram.

We saw an increase in participation in both our Summer and Winter Reading Challenges by offering a
game-like experience with the Reading Dragons trading card game. In this program, kids read to earn
dragon cards they can then challenge their friends to “battles” with! This new approach to our reading
challenges was met enthusiastically by patrons, with one mom saying, "Thank you so much for doing the
Reading Dragons program, my sons got up early in the first week of summer vacation to read!"

A new, regular series of monthly cooking classes provided a fun, hands-on way for kids to gain
experience measuring ingredients, following recipes, practicing safe food handling, and learning basic
food preparation techniques. We also collaborated with local organizations and community helpers,
welcoming police officers, EMTS, firefighters, dentists, nurses, and doctors into the Library to lead story
time. These collaborations have not only strengthened the library’s connections within the community
but have also provided children and families with opportunities to build positive relationships with the
people who serve and care for them.

Overall, this has been a wonderful year of growth,
learning, and community connection in the
Children’s Department! From encouraging a love of
reading and introducing new life skills, to providing
opportunities for sensory exploration and
strengthening community relationships, we are
proud of the positive impact our programs and
resources have had on our community.

We look forward to continuing to build on these
successes, finding new and creative ways to engage
young learners, support families, and make the
library a welcoming and exciting place for everyone!




2025 - 2026
BOARD OF
TRUSTEES

President Board Members
JoAnne Carter Sandra Cahill, Sarah Fryxell,
Vice President Susan Guernsey, Rebecca O'Neal,
Gail Briggs Robert Parkerson, Bridget Quinn,
Pamela Reeser, Kevin Rogers, Jill
Treasurer Schwartzman
Stephen Brinkmann . .
Friends President A hands-on adult craft class where
Secretary Lisa Burkarth participants discovered the timeless
Andrew Corbin beauty of Sashiko, a traditional Japanese

technique of mending and embroidery
that transforms simple stitches into bold,
geometric patterns.

LIBRARY STAFF

Ann Thompson, MLS, Executive Director Ann leads and is responsible for day-to-day management of all library
operations. She supervises staff, manages the budget, and advocates for the Library. She also hosts programs and
facilitates the Third Wednesday, Classics, and American History Book Groups.

Nicole Ballestas, MLIS, Children’s and Teen Librarian Nicole delivers services for children and teens, including
acquiring materials, hosting programs and conducting outreach to area schools. Her STEAM Saturdays and
Wiggle Worms Storyhours provide valuable opportunities for young families to connect beyond the sessions
themselves.

Evelyn Benvie, Webmaster & Circulation Assistant Evie helps manage our website and social media platforms
and mends books on a regular basis to care for and extend the use of the library’s materials. She provides friendly
and accurate service to library users at our circulation desk.

Jessica Branciforte, MLIS, Teen Librarian Jess delivers services for teens, including materials, programs, and
outreach to area schools. She helps to guide this age group’s volunteer efforts with a Teen Advisory Board and
helps to provide a welcoming space where teens can explore interests, improve research skills, and connect with
resources for their needs. Jess also delivers circulation services as a member of our desk staff.

Shea Campion, Circulation Assistant Shea delivers circulation services as a member of our desk staff. Shea also
assists in creating marketing materials and updating the library’s website and social media platforms.

Amy Gallagher, Circulation Assistant Amy provides excellent and friendly service at the circulation desk. She also
helps to manage the library’s inter-library loan service for patrons.

Katherine Hilliar, Circulation Assistant Katherine delivers circulation services as a member of our desk staff.

Elizabeth Reinhart, MA & MLIS, Adult Services Librarian Elizabeth delivers services for adults, hosts most of
the adult programs, acquires materials, composes Ex Libris and in addition to the HiFi Book Group, facilitates the
popular First Thursday/Saturday Book Group. She also provides friendly and accurate service to library users at
our circulation desk.

Diane Simoneau, Manager — Donor & Technical Services Diane catalogs materials for all the collections and
purchases DVD:s for adult patrons. She also maintains the Library’s donor engagement database. In addition,
Diane works at the circulation desk with customer service expertise.



THANK YOU TO OUR
FISCAL YEAR 2026 i)
COLLABORATORS

A Place Called Hope Helen Charov Sayulita

Amphibian Reptile Center [sabelle Laufer Science Outside the Box

Andrea Buka Ivoryton Library Association Scotch Plains Tavern

Andrea Steele Jan Wilson Sharon Didato

Atlantic White Shark Conservancy Jillian Simms Sister Cities Essex Haiti

Blissful Beauty Day Spa Jim Benn Southeast Connecticut World

Brad Fowler Jim Brown Affairs Council

Brenda Vynalek Jim Sirch Steward Outdoor Day School

Brian Torff John Winthrop Middle School Susan Strecker

Bun on the Run John Winthrop Language Arts Team Suzanne Tweed

Carol Harper John Winthrop Media Center Suzy Kolber

Caryl Horner Kaitlin Cahill Sweet P’s Ice Cream

Catherine Con Morse Karen Israel TeachArt2Me Face Painting

Cathy Karp Kessel Temple Lightsaber Academy Tess Marchant-Shapiro

Celina Berman Laura Bevis The Cheese Shop of Centerbrook
Chakana Sky Alpacas Library Speakers Consortium The Connecticut Audubon Society
Charlie and Cheryl Young Lisa Hall Brownell The Mayer Center

Chester Public Library Little Leaps Dance Adventures The Peace Islands Institute Connecticut
Chocolate Geeks Liz Egan Chapter

Claire Criscuolo Lyman Allyn Art Museum The Replanted Witch

Cliff’s Quality Meats Lyme Art Association Thomas Jefferson Center for Historic Plants
Connecticut Agricultural Mallory Mortillaro Tom Christopher

Experiment Station Mary Devins Tom Kelly

Connecticut River Museum Mary Saraceno Tri-Town Youth Services Bureau
Connecticut Valley Camera Club Maura Casey Valley Regional High School (VRHS)
Cooked Marketplace & Mercantile Michael Langlois VRHS Art Department

Cool-ology MY Productions CT VRHS Art Teacher Jessica Cormier
CT Chapter of the Institute of Mystic Seaport Museum VRHS Career Path Counseling
Electrical and Electronics Engineers Nancy Moran VRHS Creative Writing Department
CT DEEP's Fish with CARE Program Nick Bellantoni VRHS Honor Society

Daly, Perri, Arnold & Knierim Noah Charney VRHS Interact Club

Deb Jaffe Nutmeg Pharmacy VRHS Media Center

Debby Reelitz Olena Lennon VRHS Special Education Department
Deep River Public Library Opera Theater of Connecticut VRHS Summer Reading Committee
Digging for Good Partoons Caricature Artist VRHS Warriors

Eastern Connecticut State Ballet Pat Procko Warren Leach

Ed Popielarczyk — “Ed Pop” Paul Colburn Yale Science in the News

the Magician Paul Costello

Entwyned Early Music Pencil & Wool

Essex Art Association Peter Berkrot

Essex Board of Trade Pierce Campbell

Essex Duck Pizza Pub

Essex Elementary School — Sixth Privateer’s Pizza

Grade Classrooms Rebecca Russell and Louie the

Essex Fire Engine Company No. 1  Therapy Dog (Certified through Pet Partners)

Essex Garden Club Riggio’s Garden Center

Essex Historical Society RI Pirate Guy - Luca Rebussini

Essex Land Trust Robbie Storms

Essex Nails Spa Robyn Rivers

Essex Parks and Recreation Rolie Polie Guacamole

Essex Resident State Trooper Safe Harbor Dauntless

Mark Roberts Sam Tannenhaus

Essex Veterans Memorial Hall Sarah Minor (Gaming/JW Club Representative,

Glimmering Girl Studio Nutmeg Presentations)

Hannah Clark Savour Café & Bakery




ESSEX LIBRARY
ASSOCIATION THANKS

YOU, OUR DONORS

$10,000 Or More

Danielle Danese

Friends of the Essex Library
Kitchings Family Foundation

Jim Childress and Ann Thompson
Town of Essex

$1,000 - $9,999

Bauman Family Foundation

Stephen and Alison Brinkmann Family
Fund at the Community Foundation of
Middlesex County

Bill and JoAnne Carter

Community Foundation of Middlesex
County, Inc.

Connecticut Department of Economic &
Community Development

John Rogers and Andrew Corbin
Monica Corso Raynor

Jonathan and Emme Deland
Rodney and Eugenie Devine

Robert and Theresa Dryfoos

Tumer and Ruth Eren

Essex Bank

Essex Foundation

Deborah Griswold

David and Susan Guernsey

Bertie Deming Heiner

Susan Henry

Melissa Jacobsen

Susan Jobson

Keith and Joan Jones

Judy Kelsey

Charles and Gretchen Kingsley
Marietta Lee

Jeffrey and Judy Lovelace

Susan Malan

George Maxwell

Dita Varleta and David McDonald
Cronan and Penny Minton

Jonathan and Margaret Morris

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this list. Omissions or discrepancies should be brought to the

attention of Ann Thompson 860-767-1560.

E. Terry Parkinson

Fred and Mary Ann Pleva

Toni Robinson and Michael Plouf
Dennis and Verity Powers
Barbara Prendergast

River Valley Fund for Families at the
Community Foundation for Middlesex County
Kevin and Jennifer Rogers

Susan Saltus

Raymond and Judith Schoonmaker
Kevin and Christine Stone

Albert R. Subbloie, Jr.

Christian and Kimmie Tecca

Ken and Lois Thomsen

Bob and Jean Walker

Stuart and *Mimi Warner

Ivy Weiss

Roger Welch

Scott and Vicki Williams

Pam Reeser and David Winstead
Joe and Jenny Wucher

$500 - $999

Katherine Berry

Pierre and Dawn Boulanger

Tom and Gail Briggs

Lisa Burkarth

Sandy Cabhill

Barbara Y. Campbell

Wright and Deborah Carreau
William and Maura Cochran
Tom and Sally Crawford

Pam Peters and Jeff Croyle
Elizabeth Normen and Paul Eddy
Essex Financial Services, Inc.
Essex Garden Club

Essex Lions Charities, Inc.

Marilyn C. Fall Fund at the Community
Foundation of Middlesex County
Gordon and Patti Giffin

Dee Grover

(R

The following donors made gifts to the library between July 1, 2025, and June 30, 2026.



ESSEX LIBRARY
ASSOCIATION THANKS
YOU, OUR DONORS

$500 - $999 (continued)
Roger and Jan Hatrris
Alexandra Johnson

Borislava Kleyner and Boris Konstorum

Alan and Barbara Macgregor
George and Sally Mayer
Mary Russell and Jeffrey Mehler

John C. Roettger and Brian P. Molloy

Martha Moody

Sarah Nisenson

Robert Nussbaum

Randel and Molly Osborne
Robert and Courtney Parkerson
Geoffrey Paul

Michael and Susan Perl
Barbara Preston

Bridget Quinn

Ernie and Linda Reamer

Bill and Joan Reichenbach
Gary and Rebecca Riggio
Rotary Club of Essex

Beth Sandri

Michael Saxe

George and Dianne Sexton
David and Sharon Simpson
Carolyn W. Timmerman*
Brad and Lindsey Tully
Charles and Margaret Walden
Michael and Beth Whitcomb
Judith Winkler

$250 - $499

John and Susan Abbot

AJ Shea Construction Company
Ona Alpert

Leslie Quarrier and Peter Amos
Larry and Kathy Bolanowski
Brette Law, LLC

Jim and Corina Brown

J. Frank and Susan S. Brown
John and Linda Callan

David and Merry Coleman

Community Health Resources, Inc.
Gregory and Nancy Cook

Mary Coolidge*

Jane Siris and Peter Coombs
Dirrane Cove

Claudia Cron

Lindsay Randolph and Donald Davis
Mike and Heather Delouchry

Joe and Karen DiRenzo

Judith Duran

William and Dana Everett

Leighton Gleicher and Joseph Feczko
Daniel and Ann Fisher
Christopher and Rene Gosman
Paul and Phyllis Greenberg

Phyllis K. Gresham

Edward and Joan Hamway

Scott and Karen Harris

Richard and Victoria Helzel
William H. Huther*

[llinois Tool Works#

Michael and Margaret Kaczorowski
Robert and Lynn Keller

Jane H. Kelly

Chester and Suzanne Kitchings
Richard and Linda Levene

Bob and Alison Marcinek

Claire Matthews

Robert and Daphne McGill
Wilbert and Dagmar Miller

Len and Beebe Miller

Molly D. Moser

Thomas and Barbara Muhlfelder
Jim and Gina O'Brien

Gregory M. Paul

George and Anne Penniman
Kristin Coombs and Mark Pierce
Barbara Sorrentino and Bert Polito
Devon Dabbs and Howard Rifkin
Bill and Betsy Sandberg

Marc and Liz Schnitzer

Jill Schwartzman and Brian Shirey

(R

The following donors made gifts to the library between July 1, 2025, and June 30, 2026.



ESSEX LIBRARY
ASSOCIATION THANKS
YOU, OUR DONORS

$250 - $499 (continued)
Jane Piro and Jeffrey Sund

Theresa Douglas and Michael Tagatac
Kathryn Bonomi and Sam Tanenhaus
George and Carol Tenney

Gregory and Mary-Jo Toczydlowski
Clifford and Sherri Voege

Adam and Regina Von Gootkin
Phillip and Deborah Walters

Susan B. Weiner

Karen Katen and Robert Williams. Jr.
Victoria Winterer

Peter and Andrea Woolston

$100 - $249

Richard Adams

Gregory and Elizabeth Allard
Theresa Allegrucci

Linn Anderson

Deborah Andrews

Bob and Diana Annon
Anonymous

Bob and Barbara Anselmi
Lisa Vaudreuil and Serge Arfi
ATE&T, Inc. (Corporate Communications)#
Janice Atkeson

Richard and Suzy Baird
Barbara Barre

Jen Basler

John and MaryKay Bauer
Rob Bechert

Chuck and Mandy Benjamin
Scott and Kristen Benson
Linda Bierrie

Tove Vigen and Chandler Blake
Ronald and Janet Blasberg
Drew and Carolyn Blicharz
Ted and Ginny Bliss

Gary and Natalie Bloomquist
Stephen and Linda Boatti
Tod and Wendy Bodell

John and Marla Bogaert

Kathleen Burnett and Arthur Bogen
Wendy Barnes and Joel Bohlmann
Keith and Jane Bolles

Ken and Judy Bombaci

Pamela Bonavita

Tom Pinkowish and Mary Boone
[an and Mary Lou Bowen

Jo Anne Kennedy and William Bowers
Spencer Boyd

Tim and Stacie Boyd

Kristin Celano and Christopher Bray
Irene Brinkmann

Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation#
Andrew and Elaine Bronin

Betty Lee Taylor and Dick Bundy
Kenneth and Laurie Burke

Edward and Elizabeth Burleson
Jeffrey and Karen Burzin

Paul and Maureen Butler

Stephen and Patricia Butler

George P. Calkins

Carl and Liza Caruso

Bill and Peggy Chadwick

Lincoln Chan

Bill Chatman

Christine Chesanek

Rita G. Christopher

Kay Knight Clarke

Susan Switzer and William Colihan
Ava Tyler and Woody Comstock
William Martin and Patricia Connelly
Frank and Babbie Conroy

Stanley and Valerie Cook

Michael Pressman and Laura Copland
John and Gretchen Cornwall
Walter Rasmussen and Sharon Craig
Michael and Beth Crain

Sharon and Michael Crosbie

Thom Crosby

Christine Rogers and Marc Croteau
Thomas and Pamela Cunningham

(R

The following donors made gifts to the library between July 1, 2025, and June 30, 2026.



ESSEX LIBRARY
ASSOCIATION THANKS
YOU, OUR DONORS

$100 - $249 (continued)
John and Candace Curren
Anthony JB Cutone

Carol Himsel Daly

Thomas and Moira Daniells
Helen Davis

Ralph and Meg Davis

Peter and Maria Decker

Keith and Susan Dee

Jeff Monroe and Stephanie Degen-Monroe

Ray and Marge DeLeo

James and Carol Denham

David and Nancy Devens

Tige and Michelle Dewey

Jessica Branciforte and Chris Didomizio
Bruce Diones

Dana Dixon

Charles N. Doane

Edward and Jean Domnarski
Eileen Donahoe

Robert and Barbara Donohue
David and Janet Dorrance

Serge and Patricia Doyen

Henry Dunn, III

Thomas and Marie Eles

Greg and Robin Ellis

Sharon Elmore

Shaun English

Essex Parent Teachers Organization
Ward and Jane Feirer

Allen Divoll and Dee Ferris
Roseann Ventimiglia and Seth Fidel
Chadwick and Brenda Floyd

John and Alison Forbis

Barbara Hersant and Bradford Frost
Jack and Chip Frost

Christopher and Sarah Fryxell

Lori Lohman and Geoff Furtney
Bradford W. Galiette

Ken and Cynthia Gardner

Thomas and Evelyn Gezo

Jennifer Gill

Greg and Jodie Godbout

James Godsman

Neal Goldberg

Kathleen Maher and Chip Goodrich
Carter and Carla Gowrie

Neal Fisher and Susan E. Grant
Lynn and Earl Greenho

Edith Griswold

Jim and Cathy Hagan

Steve and Barbara Haines

Frank and Barbara Hall

Michael and Melissa Hannifan
Kevin and Mary Lou Healy

Scott and Anne Hefter

Garrett and Maureen Heher

John Heiser*

Rob and Gretchen Hernandez
Alison Sweeney and Seth Herzon
Angela Hewitt

Michael Malefakis and Kathleen Hogan
Donn and Leslie Holland

Peter and Jenny Holland

Dawn Holmes

David and Pamela Hunter

Janice Raymond and H. Patricia Hynes
Andrea Griffis and Allan Inglis, Jr.
Susan Jackson

Gray Jacobik

Scott and Cathy Jenkins

Fred and Nicky Jones

William and Elizabeth Jones
William Costigan and Linda Kauffman
[gor Keric

Helen H. Miller and James L. Kerr
Steven and Karen Kilby

Lida Kimmel

Brian and Kristi King

King Risk Partners, LLC

Melinda C. Kingsbury

James and Kathleen Kiriakis
Nilima Muttana and Matthew Klein
Thomas and Barbara Klin

(R

The following donors made gifts to the library between July 1, 2025, and June 30, 2026.



ESSEX LIBRARY
ASSOCIATION THANKS
YOU, OUR DONORS

$100 - $249 (continued)
Ann Kloter

Steve and Janice Knauth
Edward and Peggy Kobelski
Pam Kegeles and Bobby Kokoruda
Lisa Krall

Axel K. Langhorst

The American Legion LaPlace-Champlin Post
18

Bill and Lisa Leonard

Marguerite Brooks and Thomas Leutner
Moses Lieberman*

Nikki Lindberg

Dale Litalien

Jim and Cindy Loeffler

Karin S. Loehr

Douglas and Jada Loutit
Timothy and Donna MacDonald
Sally C. MacNichol*

Dannel and Cathy Malloy
Richard and Patricia Mather
Patti Matto

Louis and Karen Mazzarese
Theresa McCabe

Tom and Samantha McDowell
Anthony and Diane McGann
Ken and Sally McGovern

Delcie McGrath

Doug and Helene McNally
Lynda Romita and Mark McRiley
Arthur and Sandy Meister

Logan and Robin Menzies

Bob and Carol Miller

Clara Miller

Andrew and Monica Mitchel
Joan Morgan

Victoria T. Murphy

Anthony Nazzaro

David and Brenda Newbegin
Alison Nichols

John Norris

Dennis O'Connor

Maureen O'Grady

Nancy Olson

Bryan and Rebecca O'Neal
Leif and Kristen Owens

Lynn M. Pampuro

Stephen Pazdar

Dorothy Pease

Ned Perkins

Eleanor J. Perkins

Barry and Judy* Peterson
Mary-Jane Peterson

Charlie and Steffi Pious
Roseanne Pipoli

Rebecca Plenter

Thomas and Mary-Louise Polo
Marialina Dominguez and Janice Poloso
Robin Pool

Ellen Pulsford

Mihae Lee and William Purvis
Susan Emery Quinby

Tracey Quintin

Paul and Ann Rath

Bob and Chris Raub

James and Coral Rawn
Raytheon#

Paul and Jane Reagan
Christopher and Elizabeth Reinhart
MaryBeth Lengyel Richardell
Lynn Richardson

James and Carol Richmond
Robyn Rivers

Norma Rogin

John Ruotolo

Rebecca Russell

Deirdre Rutan

John and Kathryn Ryan
Robert and Karen Ryder
Michael and Cemmy Ryland
Jon Samburg

Annelisa Santoro

Albert and Olga Saubermann
Jim Scala

(R

The following donors made gifts to the library between July 1, 2025, and June 30, 2026.
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YOU, OUR DONORS

The following donors made gifts to the library between July 1, 2025, and June 30, 2026.

$100 - $249 (continued)
Ed and Diane Schmults

Peter and Susan Scott

Stephanie Mehta and Nathan Scott
Doug and Cheryl Seaver

Judy Shepherd

Rob and Valerie Shickel

Paul and Diane Simoneau

Lynne Skinner

Lee and Jan Slomkowski

Russell and Victoria Smith

H.C. Bowen Smith

Richard and Anastasia Smith
Mary T. Starkweather*®

Patricia Ellis and Robert Surdam, Jr.
Jane Syme

Edmund and Corrine Terry
Richard Tesler

Donald and Maura Thompson
Patricia Thompson

Paul Thornwall

Peter and Sarah Tibbetts
Caroline Tracz

Caroline Grist and Charles Tremayne
Jon Lowet and Thomas Tsang
Joan Tully

Suzanne Tweed

Margo W. Valentine

Chris and Tricia Van Buiten
Joan-Ellis Van Loan

Maris Wacs

Catharine C. Wagner

Joan Wain

Frederick and Audrey Weber
Terri Ethridge and Howard Weinstein
Dave Hill and Margo Weitekamp
Jordan and Barbara Welles
George and Kirsten Wendell
Eugenia West

Adele White

Martin J. and Elaine White

Lisa White

Daniel and Lynda Wilkes

JF Williamson

Susan and Kim Winchell

Jon and Beth Winikur

Brad Wood

Joseph Youll

Maxine Klein and David Zeleznik

Up to $99

Alessandro Andriulli

Joel and Paula Anik

Michelle Arsenault

Alec Asten

Sherri Athay

Ann Babor

Karin Badger

Edward & Susan Bauer Baker
George Ann Bardenheier

Brian and Janice Barker

Laurie Barry

Glenn Bassett

John and Jean Baxter

Carol Becker

Frank* and Joan Behrendt
Robert and Marjolaine Bellonio
Jennie Summerall and Stuart Bennett
Sharon Bergquist

Loretta Berry

Mare Beyen

Dudley and Mary-Lawrence Bickford
Diana Blair

Carl and Jennifer Boland

Robert and Katie Bollo

Sarah Pascual and Paul Bonfiglio
Barbara Turley and Benjamin Bossi, Jr.
Trustin B. Boyd

Nancy Brault

Sandra Brewer

Linda Brughelli

Patricia Brunetto

Daniel and Jennifer Buck

Betty Budney
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Up to $99 (continued)
Burgess Dole and Jamey Burns
Katherine Butler

William and Bronwen Butler
Jolee Caldwell

Ann Goodwin and Patrick Callahan
Alex and Linda Calvo
Nicholas and Leslie Cameron
Anthony and Mary Cannella
Brett D. Carey

William and Pamela Carlson
Thomas and Pamela Carroll
Jane Chance

Peter and Alison Charbonnier
C.J. and Diana Charnok
Randall and Cynthia Clegg
James and Diana Coan

Mary C. Colburn

Dave Coleman

Martha C. Conklin

Robert and Maureen Connelly
Elizabeth H. Cook

Capt. Bill Cook

Ann Cooper

Robert Cotnoir

Carol Coutts

Ron and Mary Cozzolino
Cecilia Curran

Tanya Cutolo

Kenneth and Susan Daniels
Amy D'Anna

Robert and Diane Day
William and Joanne Deschler
Kevin Devlin

MaryAlice Godfrey and David Dick
Joseph and Sheri Dieso
James and Jessica Diluca
Ann Dixon

Robert and Marilyn Doane
Michael and Kalyn D'Occhio
Susan Donaldson

William and Mari Dow

Chris and Rebecca Dowler
Jared and Clare Edwards
Steve and Anne Elich
Sally Emma

Bob and Debbie English
Elaine M. Erdman

Thomas and Joan Esposito
Peter Etzel

Dean and Sandra Eubank
Thomas Evans

Ken and Lali Ewan
Andrew and Alison Feldman

Finlay and Mary Melvin Ferguson

Carla Feroni

Roger and Cynthia Field
Dennis and Robin Fischer
Stuart and Karin Fisher
Peter Fleischer

Katherine Fontanella
Donna Foote

Ron and Barbara Fortuna
Dave and Lynn Fowler
William and Cherie Frantz
Jill Frazer

Sherley Furgueson
Michael Gagliardi

Yiu Fai Chan and James Galli
Timothy and Lisa Ghriskey
Elizabeth Gibbons

Sierra Farris and Monique Giroux

Sheila Gleason

Jeffrey and Marlene Going
Georgiana Goodwin
Jonathan Gordon

Robert and Susan Grillo
Julia Griswold

Ted and Donna Gundy
James and Elizabeth Hagan
Cara Hall

Michael and Angela Halperin
Arthur and Betty Harovas
Colette Harron

(R

The following donors made gifts to the library between July 1, 2025, and June 30, 2026.
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The following donors made gifts to the library between July 1, 2025, and June 30, 2026.

Up to $99 (continued) Kim Langley
Sarah Hart Tom and Nancy Leddy
Sophia Harvey Anne Leonard

Breton and Megan Haskins Wynn and Kelly Lewis

Gail Haynes Craig and Katherine Lifland
Christine Hayward Marc and Laura Loew

Alice Hecht Nicole Logan

Lawrence and Kathleen Heebner Tina Long

Joseph Heffernan Chris Lorello

Kelda Jackson and Georg Heidelmann Linda Z. Lynch

Adam Swinney and Wesley Henry Linda B. Lyon

Israel and Deborah Herskowitz Terrence and Lissa MacLaren
Linda Higgins Ellen Madere

Robert Gahran and Sarah Higgins John and Wendy Madsen
Richard and Rachel Higgins Bruce and Kathryn Magown
Dana and Joan Hill Nancy Maloy

Joan O. Holbrook Paul W. Manning

Douglas and Laura Holm Stanley and Linda Marciniec
Jane Homick Loryn Strange and Bruno Marini
Renate Houchin Michele Marshall

Whitney and Sandra* Huber Sandra Matheny

Pam Hunter Linda Mathew

Lu and Fred Huntington Michael and Susan Maturo
Patricia Hurley Peter and Kathy McAndrew
Leah Hyman Susan McCann

Charles and Janet Irving Kevin and Marie McArdle
Tom and Valerie 1zzo Patricia McCarthy

Burton and Susan Jaynes Scott and Mary McCoid
Nancy A. Miller and Peter C. Jenkin Garvin and Cindy McKee
Kerri White and Jonathan Jennings Craig and Susan McKnight
John and Emily Johl Eugene Meacham

Diane Johnson Ralph and Laura Meier

Linda Grossman and Craig Katko Christian and Stacy Meisner
Mark and Midge Kayfez Diane and Walter Miezejeski
John and Katherine Kearns Karen Goldfinger and Gary Mikkelson
Joanne Kelley Richard and Catherine Millard
Jo Kelly Sandra Mills

Jerry and Louisa Ketron Kristen Mitchell

Joan Sauvigne-Kirsch and David Kirsch Maximiliano Moraga

Michele Kowalik Patricia Morico

Elise Kressley Victoria Morrissey

Kyle Kuchta Nancy Morse
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The following donors made gifts to the library between July 1, 2025, and June 30, 2026.

Up to $99 (continued)
Anne Toombs and Skip Morse
Anthony Mosa

Cynthia Munzer

Susan Myers

Leslie Novinski

Judith Nutkis

Brenda Onken

Alexander Paladino

Augie F. Pampel, Jr.

Christopher and Janet Passehl
Doug and Joan Paul

Michelle Paulson

Karen Paulson

Raymond and Marianne Pawlicki
Allison Peak

Michael and Joan Perks

Ron and Denise Peterson

Robert and Carolena Petisi
Timothy and Patricia Pickering
Whitney Weeks and Robert Pickett
Carole Pierce

Kris Thomas and Tyler Piscatelli
Anna Pollock

Nancy Prentice

Michael Prigoff

John and Sherrill Proctor

Brian and Hope Proctor

Joan Pryor*

Richard and Catherine Puccio
Dalia Ramanauskas

Lise Brody and David Raue
Harold and Lorie Reed

Arthur and Hilde Reichenbach
Brittany Riggio and Aaron Ribchinsky
Samuel and Thomas Riggio

Julie Risinit

Pat Rivers

Tony and Margaret Roberto
Janet Robinson

Jennifer Van Scoter and Paul Robinson
Ellen Smoller and Steve Rodstrom
Christopher Rondina

Sam and Ann Louise Rosensohn
Kevin and Jennifer Roukous
Noreen Rowe

Kathleen Rubenbauer

Barbara Rutigliano

Nikki Sahagen

Nikki Sahagen

David and Kate Sandmann
Judith Saunders

Starr Sayres

Vin and Jan Scamporino
Eleanor Schneider

John Schroeder

Mary Schroeter

Leigh Scott

Ron and Stephanie Sernau
Judith Shanley

Biff and Jean Shaw

Victor and Claudia Sherman
Michael and Karen Silverberg
Doris Simoneau

Seymour and Tia Smith
Mary Smith

Matthew and Kaitlin Smith
Tom Soboleski

Randall and Susan Sokol
Judy Solias

Richard Spearrin, Jr.
Myron and Barbara Stacks
Bill and Donna Stamm
Janet Steinmayer

Terry and Laurel Stewart
Chris Stifel

Jack Stillwaggon

Jim and Robbi Storms
Barbara Ellen Stratton
Stuart Bennett Rare Books
Tony Sudol

Chris Szepessy

William and Dayna Tait
Bill Taylor

Cameron and Stephanie Taylor

Nancy Thorngvist

Eric and Ann Tillman
William and Joan Todd

Erin Torneo

Katherine Trautlein

Kay Tucker

Gary and Alice Van Deursen
Nancy Varga

(R

Jeanne Vigen

Rosemary Waldron

Joan Wallace

Robert Watts

Heide Weise

Craig and Trish Weiss

David and Lynne Westerhoff
Palmer and Sarah Whitney
Cary and Christopher Whipple
Benton and Susan Wilde
Patricia Bollard Wilder

Todd Hirsch and Joel Willcher
Jacqueline Williamson

Daniel and Jan Wilson

Marie Wilson

Vagn* and Sarah B. Worm
Peter and MaryGrace Wright
Leonard and Sue Wyeth
William and Elisa Young
James and Nohora Yuille
Joanne Zanardi

Peter and Polly Zarella

Sharon Marie and Zenas Zelotas
Drina Zuvic

Matching Companies
AT&T, Inc. (Corporate
Communications)
Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation
Illinois Tool Works
Raytheon
#Matching gift
*Deceased




CAPTAIN JOSEPH TUCKER
LEGACY SOCIETY i)

Captain Joseph Tucker

Join the Captain Joseph Legacy Society

Tucker Legacy Society

The Captain Joseph Tucker Legacy
Society provides financial resources for
the Essex Library Association, which
enriches the community for now and
future generations.

Are you willing to make a

differ enc e? ] Captain J (?se‘ph Tu?ker,
Essex Library Association’s First Benefactor

Why Should I Make a Legacy Gift?

A planned gift costs nothing now, but demonstrates your pledge to the
Library’s future.

A planned gift is not binding and can be modified if circumstances change.
Gifts from your estate to the Essex Library Association are exempt from
federal taxes.

How Will Your Bequest Make A Difference?

Ensures intellectual freedom and safe, free access to information for all.
Enhances life-long learning and well-being.

Supports economic, cultural, and educational enrichment to promote
and maintain a vibrant community.

How Do I Give a Legacy Gift?

Designate the Library as a beneficiary of a retirement account,
pension plan or life insurance.

Include a gift to the Library in your estate or trust documents in a
specific amount or as a portion of your assets.

For more information,
Ann Thompson, Executive Director, 860-767-1560
athompson@essexlib.org
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